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I. Diem's chances {or -ucce=s dimmes
than ever.

A. fuat, abls ex-delfepnse minister,
harred from cabinel an grounds
sects' ouvposition.

B. Meanwhile, scctu lukewsrm
toward Diem, fight among selves.

C. Split with army only super-
ficially healed by Hinh's
ouster. ‘

I1. Collins gioomy, but would deVer
finzl judgment on Diem until early
Jdznuary: 1f then po improvewmeni, 5ees

ihree alterasiives:

A Covernsent o undor Joal
2. sovermasent ander Bao Dan

ineluding dlem and Guat .

Army review(s)
completed. T ciw o withidrawal from Vietoam,
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1'f  seanwhile, French policy seen aiming
toward salvage Premch ilanterests in
event expected Viet Minh takeover.

1V¥. Sainteny's mission major instrument
this policy.

A. He accepted by Viet Minh (16 Dec)
as official French delegate
general to Viet Minh government.

B. Viet Minh press (18 Dec)
welcomed represéntation, said

vViet Minh must soon reciprocate.

=
A

Sainteny's aim:

1. Modus vivendi to ensure
French cultural, economic
interests in North.

Establish basis for

[

similar modus vivendi in

South should Viet Minh

take over.
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= 3. Break ground-for general
%"cuaxistence“ policy with
. ; jOrﬁit.
ff v;"*idespfead ﬂesiﬂe in France for
N gonerai poxmcy 'coexiatence "
A. sainteny m&ssion has strong

&onwdonnunist support in

‘%g ']‘i y !atanal &&aeubly, particularly

gmong Gau ll:i wts Badical
aocialibta »
! ﬁgvﬁgggg saii (4 Deac) necessary
}"makq s qnﬂarﬁtand our commexn
lgnteraﬁt in attempting the
&oexmstenae axperiment s
- indoahlna pﬁfers the experi-

‘ . *S :“
uentai ground o+
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kx-vresident Auriol (15 Dee) .
Viet Minn sure to wip '58
elections, hence onlv ¥ranch
chance lies in stirict applica-
tion Geneva agreement .  Paris
should now try reach under-
standing with both North and

South governments.




